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The December 7th 2011 meeting of the Worcester County Conservation District and Agricultural Commissions was called to order in the Holden office by supervisor Ann Starbard at 7:00 pm. Members present were Jane Fife (Princeton), Kathy Clark (Rutland), Kristi Evans (Rutland), Willie Walker (Rutland), Dick Williams (Rutland), Michael Pineo (Sterling), Cheryl Lekstrom (Ma. Assoc. of Ag. Comm.’s. and MDAR), Carrie Novak (Templeton), Pat Stewart (Ashburnham), Evelyn Enos (Oakham), Eva Grimes (Oakham), “Farm To School Program” guest speakers Simca Horwitz and Emily French,  and WCCD Administrator Lisa Trotto.
Massachusetts Farm to School Project 400 Amity Street, Suite 5, Amherst, MA 01002, (413)253-3844 www.mass.gov/agr/markets/Farm_to_school/
Simca Horwitz- Simca@massfarmtoschool.org or Simcahorwitz@gmail.com
Emily French- emily@massfarmtoschool.org
· MDAR, through its support of the Massachusetts Farm to School Project, provides technical assistance to Massachusetts farmers and schools as they attempt to find a good match.
· To date there are about 250 public school districts, private schools, colleges and hospitals in the Commonwealth serving local foods, over half of which have received assistance from the Mass. Farm to School Project. About 110 farms are currently selling their products directly to schools across the state.
· The Mass. Farm to School Project focus on procurement - local foods arriving at the loading dock of institutions - and on facilitating sustainable relationships between farms and schools. They are committed to promoting all aspects of farm to school-related experiences.
· More schools getting involved and are changing to seasonal menus.
· A collaborative effort in selling to schools and seeing more creative solutions on delivering to multiple schools within a district.
· Schools are trying to work early with farms on a guaranteed price and growing program/contract.
· New Federal Guidelines ensuring leafy greens and fruits are in the school menu.
· Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program granted through USDA where funds are available for farmers/growers contracted with schools.
Upcoming Meetings/Events
· Regional Annual Association of Agricultural Commissions Meeting will take place on February 24th, 5:00pm Social, 6:00pm Buffet, 7:00pm Meeting at Sturbridge Host Hotel. 366 Main Street, Sturbridge, Massachusetts 01566 Contact: 508-347-7393 Fax: 508-347-3944, email: info@sturbridgehosthotel.com
· There was discussion for reserving five minutes of air time at the above meeting to promote Worcester County’s Ag Comm. Group possibly given by Dick Ward or Cheryl Lekstrom.
· The Mass. Farm to School Project requests workshop proposals for the Farm to School Convention to be held on March 15, 2012.
Moving Forward for 2012 by Ann Starbard
· Schedule of 2012 Meetings: 
· March 14, 2012 Wednesday, 7-9pm in Holden, “Farmers Market Issues”. WCCD will work to get someone from MDAR as David Webber. Every member will be responsible to bring another Ag Comm member from another town. Lisa to assign a town to each member (i.e. Mike Pineo will bring someone from Lancaster, Kathy Clark will bring someone from Hubbardston, Ann will call Barre).
·  June 23, 2012 Saturday, 4pm at North Country Sustainability Center, Ashburnham.            http://northcountrysustain.org/launch.html  Contact: Pat Stewart, 978-827-1305 email: Pat@northcountrysustain.org Mailing Address: NCSC, PO Box 914, Ashburnham, MA. 01430. Pat will work to get someone to present from the farm.   Ag Comm Members will report what they are doing in their town and needs to submit this info before the March 14th meeting.    
· Meeting #3: Twilight meeting to take place in September or October, 4pm. Ann to talk with Al Rose.
· Meeting #4: was decided to float.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:00pm.
Respectfully Submitted by:
Lisa Trotto
Lisa.trotto@ma.usda.gov
WCCD Administrator
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